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Xicolson was appointed permanent undersecretary at the foreign office, and was succeeded at the St. Petersburg embassy by Sir George Buchanan.
In spite of the imposing demonstration of Austro-German solidarity, the structure of the Triple Alliance, like that of the Triple Entente, was weakened by the annexation crisis. The Italian government disapproved of AehrenthaFs policy as inimical to Italian interests, and resented not having been kept abreast of events by Vienna and Berlin. In October, 1909, during a visit of the tsar to King Victor Emmanuel at the castle of Racconigi, Izvolsky and Tittoni signed a secret agreement which bound the two governments to pursue a common policy in the Balkans, a pact which contained a secret provision reminiscent of the Buchlau bargain: Russia promised ato view with benevolence" Italian interests in Tripoli and Cyrenaica, and Italy agreed to take a similar attitude towards Russian interests in the Straits. The Racconigi agreement and futile attempts at reconciling Serbian and Bulgarian jealousies in order to establish a Slav front against Austria in the Balkans closed Izvolsky"s ministerial career. Since the Bosnian crisis he had been the target of a merciless press campaign, and his position in the government became untenable. It was not until September, 1910, however, that he left the St. Petersburg foreign office. In his new post of ambassador to Paris he worked relentlessly against any understanding with the central Powers.
THE BALKAN WARS, 1911-1913
The Austrian annexation and the proclamation of Bulgarian independence not only whetted the appetites of countries coveting Turkish territories but fostered the national aspirations of the Balkan peoples. A new round of wars for the partition of the Ottoman empire began. The Italian ultimatum to the Porte (September, 1911) led to the Italo-Turkish War and the annexation by Italy of Tripoli and Cyre-naica (Treaty of Lausanne, October, 1912). The Tripolitan war had an electrifying effect upon the Balkan states. Negotiations for the "amicable division" between Serbia and Bulgaria of spheres of influence in Macedonia were initiated by Belgrade in April, 1911; but it was not until the outbreak of the Tripolitan war that proposals for a military alliance, taken up in earnest, led to the conclusion of the Serbe>-Bulgarian treaty of March 13, 1912, N.S.
In 1910-1913, as on numerous previous occasions, the Balkan policy